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By Franco Ordonez

  

Charlotte will be front and center in the immigration debate today as the leading congressional
voice for reform arrives in town to highlight deportations and their impact on immigrant families. 
Rep. Luis Gutierrez, an Illinois Democrat, is on a national tour calling on President Barack
Obama to deliver immigration reform and advocate for the Dream Act, a proposal to give illegal
immigrant students a pathway to citizenship through college or military service.  Hundreds are
expected to take part in a series of events surrounding the visit, including an afternoon
demonstration outside the Mecklenburg Jail and an evening rally at St. Paul Baptist Church
near uptown.  "Politically speaking, there is a spotlight on North Carolina because it is a
presidential battleground state and the site of the Democratic Convention," Gutierrez told the
Observer.  "President Obama's narrow victory in 2008 was powered by his strong support in the
Latino community.  And yet, inexplicably, both U.S. senators voted against the Dream Act
immigration bill last year."  Gutierrez said he was eager to meet with local leaders, pastors and
advocacy groups in Charlotte.  He said he will also visit with U.S. Rep. Mel Watt, a Charlotte
Democrat, who has been a supporter of immigration reform.  The visit is part of a 20-city tour
called the "Campaign for American Children and Families."
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